
REPORT RESUMES 



^0 015 996 



UD 005 120 



THE EDUCATIONAL DIAGNOSTIC AND PLANNING CENTER 

BY- STOREY, GEORGE 

CHEYENNE PUBLIC SCHOOLS, WYO. 



PUB DATE 



67 



EDRS PRICE HF-$0.25 HC-10.40 



8P 



DESCRIPTORS- 4=EDUCATION SERVICE CENTERS, ^i^UN'JERACHlEVERS , 
♦PROBLEM CHILDREN, «LEARNING DIFFICULTIES, PROGRAMS. 
INDIVIDUAL INSTRUCTION, GUIDANCE, iNSERViCE TEACHER 
EDUCATION, PROFESSIONAL SERVICES, DROPOUT PREVENTION, 
♦DIAGNOSTIC TESTS, SCHOOL RECREATIONAL PROGRAMS, EDUCATIONAL 
DIAGNOSTIC AND PLANNING CENTER, CHEYENNE, WYOMING 

THIS REPORT briefly DESCRIBES THE EDUCATIONAL DIAGNOSTIC 
AND PLANNING CENTER FUNDED UNDER TITLE III OF THE 1965 
ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION ACT. THE CENTER IS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE COORDINATION OF DIAGNOSTIC AND 
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES FOR UNDERACHIEVING OR OTHERWISE 
ATYPICAL PUPILS WHO ARE POTENTIAL DROPOUTS BECAUSE OF A 
PARTICULAR BEHAVIOR OR EDUCATIONAL PROBLEM. IT DESIGNS 
INDIVIDUALIZED PROGRAMS FOR THESE STUDENTS AND MAKES 
AVAILABLE TO THEM CERTAIN SPECIALIZED PROFESSIONAL SERVICES. 
AMONG OTHER ACTIVITIES OF THE CENTER ARE [HALFWAY CLASSES TO 
HELP THE PROBLEM STUDENT RE-ENTER THE REGULAR CLASSROOM, 
INDIVIDUAL TUTORING. COUNSELING. A SWIMMING PROGRAM FOR MOTOR 
DEVELOPMENT. AND AN INSERVICE TEACHER EDUCATION PROGRAM. THE 
REPORT ALSO DESCRIBES THE CENTER'S DIAGNOSTIC PROCEDURES. 
DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION TO THE PUBLIC, AND COOPERATION 
WITH OTHER AGENCIES. (LB) 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION & WElFARb 
OFFICE OF EDUCATION 



THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRODUCED EXACTLY AS RECEI 'FD FROM THE 
PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGINATING IT. POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS 
STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT OFFICIAL OFFICE OF EDUCATION 
POSITION OR POLICY. 
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PURPOSE OF THE PROJECT: 

The EDP Center coordinates and supplements all available help for 
those students whose academic and behavioral deviations make them 
underachievers or potential dropouts. The general aim is to alle- 
viate the hinderance to learning to whatever extent possible, and 
otherwise to adapt the school program for ouch students to allow for 
their marl mm educational development. 

This purpose nay be achieved through the following, more specific 
goals as listed in the grant proposal: 

J \ i . \ • 

1. To diagnose academic and behavioral difficulties in their . 

early s^Ages. / 

2. To design individualized programs for students w^th partic- 
ular educational or behavioral problems that otherwise might 
lead to school failure; to put such Individualised jirograms 
into effect, and constantly improve theii'in the light of 
esperience, . 

3. To establish snail halfway classes as a mesas for gisdual 
reentry to the regular classroon and school acceptaice, as 
sn adjunct to individualized programs. 

4. To conduct inservlce training of school personnel it; ways of 
handling students with special educational ^isSbilities. 

5. To develop teaching methods and materials needed foz atypical 
siaidents and to isqn^ve these through continual trial an d 
reexamination. 

6. To encourage teachers to be creative and resourcbful in design- 
ing their own special matesfials srd methods for atypical {^i Is. 

7. To help teachers, students and others refine their conception 
of success in evaluating the growth and performance of those 
with special problcaw. 

8. To coordinate fasms, school, ahd community resources in assist- 
ing pupils widi academic and behavioral difficultia's. 

9. To increase underatanding and improve attitudei of pupils, 
parents, school peraumel amd eomminity toward educati^ and 
productive citisesshl^ for all. 
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INI^OVATIVK ELEMENTS: 

The SDP Center is Innovative in this geographic area in providing - 

1. Coordination of all resources for diagnosing and educational 
planning for pupils vith severe learning problesss. 

2- Specialiaed professional services not previously available. 

3. Individualited program planning for the at 3 n?ical child and 
development of new curriculum materials. 

4. Inservlce training and consultive he!i> for teachers with 
atypical Sttudents with permanent substitutes provided by the 
Center to allow the teachers time to prepare materials, visit 
the Center, research, and help the individual pupil. 

5. >lalfway classes for students unable to benefit from regular 
classroom instruction, even with individualised programs. 



STAF5T: 

Staff members are now employed in the following capacltless 
Director 

Elementary Curriculum Specialist 
School Social Wurker 
Speech and Hearing Therapist 
Center Nurse 

Psychological Technician (psyebometrist) 

Secondary Counselor 
Elementary Counselors 

Educational Specialists (elementary and secondary teachers) 
Learning Disorders Specialist (part time) 

Psychologists (part time) 

Permanent Teacher Substitutes 



In addition to this staff, resource personnel are available from 
local medical, mental health, academic, vocational, governmental, 
and welfare agencies. 
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X.1AGN0STIC PROCEDURES: 



An Individual intelligence test must accpnipany all referrals to the 
Center. The screening conmittee examines this and all other data 
which are available. Uiis committee rules on accepting or rejecting 
a case and once it has been accepted, works with the psychological 
technician in determining which of the many tests available shonld be 
included in the basic battery for this child. As the testing proceeds, 
modification may be made to permit an economical but complete educational 
and psychological diagnosis. The disposition of a case is determined 
at a staffing conference at which all personnel who have worked with 
the child, parents, or school, present their observations and eval- 
uations. Medical reports and data received from other agencies are 
presented either by staff members who have contacted the contributing 
agency or by an invited representativar of the agency. Usually the 
principal of tbc school and the child's teacher are invited to partic- 
ipate in the staffing since all work with the child must be coordinated 
with them. The teacher is given help in assisting the child and much 
of the remedial work is done in her classroom setting. 

Following this staffing and before the individualized curriculum is 
designed and program put into action, the parents are again requested 
to visit the Center to learn about the plans and to provide assistance 
with the program. 

i 

t 

Medical assessment cannot be provided directly by the Center, but 
local and regional physicians and medical units are most cooperative 
in providing needed information to the staff. 

IRDXVXDUAUZBD PROGRAMS: 

To date there have been as many Individualized programs formulated 
as there have been children worked with at the Center. 

% 

These programs could include: 

a » 



HALFWAY CIASSES 

Halfway classes have been organized and are located in ropms In reg- 
ular school buildings served by groups of neighborhood jcfiools. These 
classes arc ungraded and are structured on the basis of children with 
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free to try new methods iu addUlon t^utuianfau" 

teaching techniques. The halfaav cleen.... currentry conanon 

and the children reiurr^ the^^relnf »“ly 

the day. Canter personnel and espeflaUy't^'education'sM^f U f 

guidance by Tps^l ogis ”^ort:n'elo^“"?^ ' 

for children with individuarproMe^s •; th^re^ . 

inotor development, etc. "* sp6ech, hearing, 



INDIVIDUAL TUTORING; 

p"id^JL:d‘af:-^“: !: Sd“ the^^;^“*^ — - 

to-o«e basis in lorovlng specific leara?nrXi?ir^‘’?h" « °ne- 

are conducted by a Center teacher in t^ regular e^hol!;!’’* 

COUNSEUNG; 

iXldual S'group Ss5!“®''T^rc™"' f ““ “ 

continuity of the CentL’s work assists in providing 

meeting with teachers assist inf Program by 

with the child. ® understanding and working 

WATER PROGRAM; 

poXllitl P-^lems and are 

Center staff members in a local school « i ®®et with 

The children perform exercises and do Saturday mornings. 

support and rListancrof th^w^^er «r* 

ment. Game playing also providerL f" treat- 

socialization abilities of children with^* ‘!*® ‘^®^®l®P“ent of 

cniidren with emotional problems. 

PROFESSIONAL PROGRAMS; 

professional school sta?f L'M[rstafL''^or^t^r ^l^pl^rSenctfs f'® 
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■NSERVICE TRAININGS 



7ariou8 programs of inservlce training are provided by the Center. 

Xn Marche 1967, a class in early recognition of problem children was 
“.aught to twenty- four elementary school teachers. A course in learn- 
ing disorders was scheduled for April, 1967, and teachers attending 
this evening course, free of charge, were given certl£i<^ation renewal 
credit by the Wyoming State Department of Education. 

ptjblic informations 

In addition to the news releases, the Center maintains contact with 
a group of influential community leaders who comprise the Conmunity 
Advisory Coomlttee* One public service lecture by a leading authority 
in the field of reading has been given and other such presentations 
are planned. 



COOPERATION WITH OTHER A^NCIES: 

The EDP Center maintains close contacts with many other conmunity 
agencies in the Rocky Mountain region. Within Cheyenne itself close 
working relationships are maintained with the Southeast Wyoming Mental 
Health Center, Child Development Center, Department of Public Health, 
Laramie County Department of Public Welfare, Vocational Rehabilitation, 
Wyoming State Department of Education, Laramie County Medical Society, 
Rocky Mountain Laboratory, Inc., Rocky Mountain Behavioral Science 
Institute, Inc., and many other organizations and professional person- 
nel in private practice. 

Assistance and cooperation is also received from Departments of the 
University of Wyoming, Colorado State University, Colorado State 
College and the University of Colorado. 

A NOTE OF PHIlOSOm*. 

We concur with the entire philosophy adopted by the Board of Trustees 
of School District #1, Laramie County, Cheyenne, Wyoming, and espe- 
cially with that portion which states that all teaching be 
directed toward the individual and that his achievement must be 
measured In terms of his ability. 
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The Educational Diagnostic and Planning Center adopts the belief 
in the importance of the individual and in his rljjht to maintain a 
unique personality while in the pursuit of an eoucatIu». We believe 
that part of this unique personality includes race, religion, finan- 
cial status, and color and that these things must in no way cause 
external limitations to his opportunity to pursue that education. 

We believe that a child with a school learning problem should not 
be further burdened by the label of a clinical classification which 
affects others' attitudes toward him and his own attitude toward 
himself. Whereas we recognise the necessity for isolation -^r insti- 
tutionalization of severely disturbed individuals, we also maintain 
that the leart'ing problems a child encounters are part of indi- 
vidual dlfferevkces and must not be the basis for separation of 
this child from his school environment so that he is placed in an 
environment which has the stigma of Identifying him in a socially 
unattractive light. 

In suomary, we believe in the idea expressed in a slogan made from 
the initials of the Educational Diagnostic and Planning Center - 
Every child ^serves Personal Care. 
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